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fruit, and much oftener with T* alks of refreshment, the most satisfactory amusement m this warm climate This acquaintance with the provincial was by a little incident soon advanced into a friendship, which was thus I was one day walking, as I used to do, in the long gallery of the convent, when, observing the images of the Virgin Mary, of which there was one at each end, I took notice that one had an inscription under it, which was this. Ecce Virgo pepent fihum, but the other had no inscription at all, upon which, I took out my pencil, and wrote underneath this line:
Sponsa Dei, patrisque parens, et filia filn
The fhars, who at a little distance had observed me, as soon as I was gone, came up and read what I had writ; reporting which to the provincial, he ordeied them to be writ over in letters of gold, and placed just as I had put them, saying, doubtless such a fine line could proceed from nothing less than inspiration This secured me, ever after, his and their esteem, the least advantage of which was a full liberty of their garden for all manner of fiuit, salading, or whatever I pleased, and, as I said before, the gardens wei e too fine not to render such a freedom acceptable
They often want rain in this country, to supply the defect of which I observed in this garden, as well as others, an invention not unuseful There is a well in the middle of the garden, and over that a wheel, vvith many pitcheis, or buckets, one under another, which wheel being tinned round by an ass, the pitchers scoop up the water on one side, and thiow it out on the other into a trough, that by little channels conveys it, as the gaidener directs, into every part of the garden By this means their flowers and their salading are continually refreshed, and pieserved fiom the otherwise over-paiching beams of the sun.
The Inquisition, in almost every town in Spain (and more especially if of any great account), has its spies, or informers, for treacherous intelligence These make it their business to ensnare the simple and unguarded, and are more to be avoided by the stranger than the rattlesnake, nature having appointed no such happy tokens in the former to foreshow the danger I had reason to believe that one _f those vermin once made his attack upon me in this place, and ,w